The Williams Family

The story of Dorcas Williams and her sons Dennis, 12 and Deonte, 10, is one of unity, determination, and ultimate success at the most challenging time in their lives.  

Prior to becoming homeless, Dorcas owned a three-bedroom home in Lancaster, had a new car, and commuted to her job at a physician’s office in Brentwood.  Her family, blessed with Dorcas as a loving and hardworking parent, moved through life with close bonds of support.    

Dennis, who has attention deficit hyperactivity disorder and oppositional defiant disorder, was being sent home from school on an increasingly frequent basis due to disruptive behavior.  Dorcas juggled family and work responsibilities while overseeing Dennis’ educational progress and challenges.  She says, “Dennis was getting sent home three times a week.  After coming to L.A. Family Housing, I learned that I needed to request in writing that an individual education plan be developed for him, and to request special education for him, but I didn’t know this back then.”       

When the physician’s office in which she worked downsized, Dorcas lost her job.  She filed for bankruptcy in February of last year, losing both her home and car in the process.  Dorcas became clinically depressed as a result of all she and her family were enduring.  However, she never lost her underlying faith or an ounce of her fierce protectiveness of Dennis and Deonte.   The family first turned to the San Fernando Rescue Mission for help.  From there, they were referred to LAFH’s Sydney M. Irmas Transitional Living Center (TLC) serving homeless families in North Hollywood.  They entered TLC in August 2004.  

Dorcas, Dennis and Deonte faced the challenge of homelessness as they had their past difficulties – together.  “We nicknamed ourselves ‘Three the Hard Way,’” says Dorcas.  She set seriously about the business of recovering from homelessness, visiting the on-site computer lab at TLC every day to seek employment.

In September 2005, Dorcas found employment at Burbank Podiatry, and last month the family moved into their own two-bedroom apartment in Palmdale after staying at TLC for one year and two months.  Dorcas says, “my sons are very, very happy now, and we are thankful for all the support that was given to us.”  Dennis’ new school has a good special education program, and he is doing well.

Dorcas is particularly appreciative of the support she received in obtaining appropriate health care for herself and her children while at LAFH.  Her on-site mental health counselor taught her to advocate for counseling and specialized care addressing Dennis’ needs.  In addition, LAFH referred Dorcas to resources for counseling, life skills training, and parenting education for herself, including referrals to resources near her new Palmdale home.

Expressing her appreciation, Dorcas says, “The staff at L.A. Family Housing equipped me with resources I never knew existed.  If it weren’t for you, I really don’t know what I would have done.”

