November 17, 2005

Welcome Friends, Honorees, and Invited Guests:

Welcome to tonight’s event where we celebrate another year of service to homeless children, families and individuals. We extend to all of you gathered here this evening—leaders from the public and private sectors, generous friends, partners, and invited guests, and other nonprofit colleagues—a deep heartfelt “thank you” for your great support. Over the past 22 years you have helped us to grow into a highly effective and efficient organization whose passion for low-income people has never wavered. Indeed, as our families grow independent and self-sufficient, so does L.A. Family Housing.  

We also gather tonight to pay tribute to some remarkable individuals who have given unselfishly of their time, effort and resources to assist hardworking families in their determination to escape the devastating effects of poverty and life on the streets and to have a home to call their own.  We are proud to honor Bobby Shriver, philanthropist and Santa Monica City Councilman; the Honorable Antonio Villaraigosa, Mayor of the City of Los Angeles; and Mark Weinstein, President of MJW Investments. 

We are very pleased to present Bobby Shriver with the Sydney M. Irmas Outstanding Humanitarian Award for his unwavering commitment to justice and opportunity for poor and homeless people throughout the world. Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa is the recipient of this year’s L.A. Family Housing Inspiration Award. Throughout his career, in Los Angeles and in Sacramento, Mayor Villaraigosa has fought vigorously for poor and working families. We also honor Mark Weinstein with the L.A. Family Housing Legacy Award for his entrepreneurial spirit, his commitment to affordable housing, and a lifetime of philanthropy and charity. All of these men, with their unique gifts and tireless leadership, encourage and challenge us to be generous and giving.  With earnest and heartfelt appreciation, we congratulate our honorees. Please take a moment to read about each of them and their great achievements in the pages that follow.

We extend our deepest gratitude to everyone who has made tonight possible, particularly L.A. Family Housing’s Board Members, donors and sponsors, staff members, volunteers, and agency clients taking part in this evening’s program. Your dedication and hard work is inspiring.  Thank you all.

With warmest regards,

Linda and Steve Brown

Dinner Chairs

