Welcome from our Board Chair 

November 17, 2005

Dear Friends,

Thank you for being part of L.A. Family Housing’s Sixth Annual Family Housing Awards Dinner. Tonight we celebrate the agency’s work in helping homeless and low-income children, families and other individuals to access quality affordable housing, and to regain and maintain self-sufficiency.  

We are proud to present Bobby Shriver with the Sydney M. Irmas Outstanding Humanitarian Award, the Honorable Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa with the L.A. Family Housing Inspiration Award, and Mark Weinstein with the L.A. Family Housing Legacy Award. Each of these men has selflessly shared his time and resources and is richly deserving of this recognition.  

Los Angeles ranks as the second most expensive housing market in the nation.  A fragile economy and a profound shortage of affordable housing in Los Angeles have made it easier than ever for families and individuals to become homeless.  Once people are homeless, it is extremely difficult to re-establish the infrastructure needed to maintain stability and self-sufficiency.  That is where L.A. Family Housing comes in.    

L.A. Family Housing will continue to develop service-enriched housing for homeless and low-income people. Today, we operate 21 facilities and provide more than 2,000 beds of emergency, transitional and permanent affordable housing. However, as these sobering facts illustrate, there is much more work to be done:

· Only 17% of Angelenos can afford to purchase a home today, a 50% decrease over the past three years. A family earning minimum wage would need to work six jobs to be able to purchase the average priced home in Los Angeles.  

· Based on the federal standard that defines housing as “affordable” if one pays 30% or less of their monthly income on rent, a family earning minimum wage would have to work 130 hours a week to afford the average two-bedroom unit in Los Angeles. 

· 40% of all low-income families in Los Angeles spend at least half of their monthly income on rent.

L.A. Family Housing is playing a vital role in addressing the critical shortage of affordable housing in our region. Currently we have 439 units of housing in operation, with an additional 160 units in various stages of development, including an increasing number of homes for purchase by low- and moderate-income families. We know that this will not eliminate the problem, but it is an important step forward. In addition to affordable housing development, we offer programs to help clients achieve and maintain independent lives, including a comprehensive range of health, vocational, educational and counseling services for adults and children.

Through critical partnerships with the public and private sectors--many of whom are here tonight--L.A. Family Housing hopes to lead the way in finding creative solutions to the housing crisis in Los Angeles and in delivering effective services to homeless and low-income children, families and others. 

Our honorees have worked very hard for many years to provide quality housing, serve the homeless, revitalize neighborhoods, and open the door to homeownership for low-income families. As we look forward to the work LAFH has ahead of us, the examples of Bobby Shriver, Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa and Mark Weinstein inspire us to work toward our goals diligently and with confidence. We thank them and we thank you for your generous and sincere support.

Sincerely,
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George Minter

