November 17, 2005

Welcome Family, Friends and Supporters:

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to our sixth annual L.A. Family Housing Awards Dinner.  Tonight we are here to celebrate L.A. Family Housing’s work to develop quality affordable housing and provide life-changing social services to homeless and low-income families and individuals. 

The purpose of the L.A. Family Housing Awards is to honor outstanding community leaders who have set incredible examples of public service, have worked to raise awareness of the plight of homeless people and who strive to raise the quality of life for high-risk children and families. In an era where “dumping” homeless men and women on the street has become standard faire, L.A. Family Housing reaffirms its commitment to serve all people with the utmost respect and care.

Our work would not be possible without the collaboration and committed partnership of an entire team.  I would like to extend my deepest appreciation to each and every one of you who has helped to make this evening a success:  our dedicated dinner chairs, Linda and Steve Brown; our Board of Directors; our hardworking staff and volunteers; and our generous corporate, foundation, elected and community supporters.

This past year we have taken our social services and affordable housing development to a new level, and are working more closely than ever with our partners in both the public and private sectors, many of whom are here tonight.  We are proud to honor:

· The Honorable Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa and the City of Los Angeles and Mark Weinstein of MJW Investments, with whom we are developing 155 units of affordable housing as part of a larger multi-use commercial/retail development at the site of the historic Sears building in Boyle Heights; 

· Santa Monica City Councilman Bobby Shriver and the Veterans Administration, who challenge us to treat homeless men and women with dignity and reverence; 

· Citibank and the Community Foundation Land Trust, with whom we are providing down payment assistance and other subsidies for first-time homebuyers in the City of Lancaster;

· Washington Mutual and Century Housing, who have provided loan support for our affordable rental housing development; 

· The State of California and the S. Mark Taper Foundation, who are helping us renovate both our Sydney M. Irmas Transitional Living Center for homeless children and families and the Trudy & Norman Louis Valley Shelter for homeless men and women;

· Peter Tilden and KZLA, for their great love and care for the children of L.A. Family Housing; and

· The Pfaffinger Foundation, whose steady support over the years has helped hundreds of working poor families stabilize their lives and find permanent affordable housing. 

These partners, and all of you here this evening, are teaching us to do business in a way that makes L.A. Family Housing increasingly self-sufficient. You are also helping us to serve our families in a more effective, comprehensive manner so that they too may become increasingly self-sufficient.

Congratulations to the remarkable people we honor tonight, and thank you all once again for helping us do the important work we do.

[image: image1.wmf]With sincerest appreciation,

David S. Grunwald

President & Chief Executive Officer
