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$600,000 raised at 6th Annual L.A. Family Housing Dinner to end homelessness

Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, Santa Monica Councilman Bobby Shriver and 

MJW Investments President Mark Weinstein honored

Los Angeles Family Housing (LAFH), founded in 1983 to end homelessness and increase affordable housing, honored Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, Santa Monica Councilman Bobby Shriver and developer Mark Weinstein at its 6th annual Awards Dinner Thursday, November 17 at the Universal Studios Globe Theater. More than 400 attended raising $600,000 for LAFH that has served 90,000 since it began. 

The evening opened with former LAFH client Dorcas Williams of Palmdale on stage with her sons Deonte, 10, and Dennis, 12, thanking LAFH for helping her regain her independence. LAFH President and Chief Executive Officer David Grunwald then greeted the audience, welcoming LAFH Chief Operating Officer Vivian Ramirez, who outlined LAFH’s programs and introduced a documentary on LAFH client success stories produced by Evan Kopelson and Ryan Fox.

Grunwald introduced dinner chairs Linda and Steve Brown of Hoffman Brown Company in Sherman Oaks, who thanked LAFH’s Nancy Sedano, Joel Kimmel and Ken Gregorio, and dinner committee members--including Matthew and Deborah Irmas of Santa Monica, Kimberlee and Ken Gerston of Sherman Oaks, and Susan Asher of Valencia--for making the evening a success.

The evening’s master of ceremonies, actress/comedian Shayla Rivera, took the stage joking that as a Woodland Hills mom, she needed LAFH’s help for a home loan. She then introduced LAFH board chair George Minter of La Canada who presented the L.A. Family Housing Inspiration Award to Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa. Minter called Villaraigosa a true inspiration and “a mayor for us all.” 

Since entering the California Assembly in 1994, Villaraigosa has championed poor and working families. He recently announced an unprecedented $1 billion affordable housing bond for the City of Los Angeles, and earmarked a $50 million increase to the city’s Housing Trust Fund. Villaraigosa said he was humbled to be in the company of fellow honorees Bobby Shriver and Mark Weinstein, and said that the “City of the World” must provide a home for all of its residents. “Los Angeles is not truly working when mothers and children sleep on our streets.”  

Shayla Rivera then recognized Audrey Irmas, LAFH honorary lifetime director, and the Audrey and Sydney M. Irmas Charitable Foundation, LAFH’s largest private supporter. The Sydney M. Irmas Outstanding Humanitarian Award honors the late philanthropist and attorney who rescued LAFH in 1984 when a lack of funding threatened its closure.  Rivera then thanked the evening’s other presenting sponsors, Citibank, Washington Mutual and Century Housing. 

After dinner, KZLA radio host and LAFH board member Peter Tilden introduced Kevin Cronin and Dave Amato of REO Speedwagon, who brought down the house with many of their best-sellers, including Can’t Fight This Feeling.

Rivera then introduced 2004 Friend of the Family Award recipient, Citibank Community Relations Director Susan Walters.  Citibank, which provides LAFH clients with financial and homebuyer education, has made an unprecedented 10-year commitment to offer home loans to low- to moderate-income working families.  Walters introduced former LAFH client Sebastian Gaston who described how LAFH helped return him to gainful employment after recovery from alcoholism. Gaston is now employed by North Hollywood-based Jet Sets, a film and theme park set and prop company.

2001 L.A. Family Housing Legacy Award winner Jeff Lee introduced L.A. Family Housing Legacy Award recipient, MJW Investments president Mark Weinstein.  Weinstein was honored for launching a partnership with LAFH to include 155 affordable housing units at the historic Sears redevelopment project in Boyle Heights, the largest development of such scale offering much-needed housing and retail amenities in East Los Angeles. Weinstein, who said he was honored to stand with Villaraigosa and Shriver, thanked his parents and his MJW Investments team for improving the quality of life for all. 

Matthew Irmas of Santa Monica next introduced the Sydney M. Irmas Outstanding Humanitarian Award Irmas Award recipient Santa Monica Councilman Bobby Shriver.  An attorney who heads the DATA Foundation (Debt, AIDS, Trade, Africa), which seeks to reduce Third World debt, poverty and illness, Shriver was elected to the Santa Monica City Council in 2004. Shriver commended his parents, Eunice Kennedy Shriver and Sargent Shriver, and the Irmas family for championing seemingly impossible causes.

“In 1968, people told my mother, Eunice Kennedy Shriver, that an athletic program for disabled children was impossible. She didn’t listen and the Special Olympics now serve nearly 4 million children in more than 150 countries each year.  President Kennedy tapped my dad Sargent Shriver to head the Peace Corps in 1961 and more than 180,000 people have served worldwide.”  That kind of vision, Shriver says, will end homelessness in Santa Monica, Los Angeles and the country. “We have empty beds in the West Los Angeles Veteran’s Administration building, while veterans sleep on the beach in Santa Monica. We must change that,” he said.
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